
 

 

B. Pharma 1st year 

Human Anatomy & Physiology-I (BP101T) 

Unit 2 

The skin, also known as the integumentary system, is the largest organ in the human body. It is 

a protective barrier between the internal organs and the external environment. The skin has 

several layers, each with specific functions.  

 

Structure of the Skin: 

1. Epidermis: The epidermis is the outermost layer of the skin and consists mainly of epithelial 

cells. It is divided into several sublayers, including the stratum corneum (outermost layer), 

stratum granulosum, stratum spinosum, and stratum basale (deepest layer). The epidermis 

contains melanocytes, which produce the pigment melanin, and keratinocytes, which produce 

the protein keratin. 

2. Dermis: Beneath the epidermis lies the dermis, a thicker layer that contains various 

structures, including blood vessels, hair follicles, sweat glands, and sebaceous glands. The 

dermis is primarily composed of connective tissue and collagen fibers. 

3. Hypodermis (Subcutaneous Tissue): Below the dermis is the hypodermis, a layer of 

adipose (fat) tissue and loose connective tissue that anchors the skin to underlying structures 

like muscles and bones. It provides insulation and energy storage. 

Functions of the Skin: 



 

 

1. Protection: 

The skin acts as a physical barrier, protecting the body from external threats such as pathogens 

(bacteria, viruses), UV radiation, and physical injuries. 

The stratum corneum of the epidermis prevents excessive water loss (dehydration) and entry 

of harmful substances. 

2. Temperature Regulation: 

The skin helps regulate body temperature through sweating (cooling the body) and constriction 

or dilation of blood vessels (thermoregulation). 

Blood vessels in the dermis can dilate to release heat or constrict to conserve heat. 

3. Sensation: 

The skin is rich in sensory receptors that allow us to perceive sensations such as touch, pressure, 

pain, temperature, and vibration. 

Sensory receptors include Merkel cells for touch, nociceptors for pain, and thermoreceptors for 

temperature. 

4. Immunity: 

Skin is equipped with immune cells and proteins that defend against pathogens. Langerhans 

cells, a type of immune cell, reside in the epidermis. 

Sebaceous glands secrete sebum, which contains antimicrobial agents that help protect the skin. 

5. Excretion: 

Sweat glands in the skin excrete waste products such as urea, uric acid, and excess salts. 

Sweating also plays a role in temperature regulation. 

6. Synthesis of Vitamin D: 

When exposed to UV radiation, the skin synthesizes vitamin D, essential for calcium absorption 

and bone health. 

7. Hair and Nail Growth: 

The skin's appendages, such as hair and nails, grow from specialized cells in the dermis and 

epidermis, respectively. 



 

 

8. Social and Psychological Functions: 

The appearance of the skin, including its color and texture, is a significant aspect of personal 

identity and social interactions. 

Skin plays a role in non-verbal communication and can convey emotions and health status. 

9. Protection Against Dehydration: 

The stratum corneum prevents excessive loss of water from the body through a process known 

as transepidermal water loss (TEWL). 

The skin is a complex and multifunctional organ that is vital in protecting the body, maintaining 

homeostasis, and facilitating sensory experiences. Its various layers and components work 

together to provide a range of functions essential for overall health and well-being. 

Skeletal system 

The skeletal system is a complex structure in the human body that provides support, protection 

and facilitates movement. It is divided into two main divisions: the axial skeleton and the 

appendicular skeleton. These divisions help organize and describe the bones of the human 

skeleton. 

 

1. Axial Skeleton: 

The axial skeleton is the central portion of the skeletal system, primarily consisting of bones 

along the body's central axis. This division includes the following components: 



 

 

a. Skull: The skull comprises the cranium and the facial bones. The skull encases and protects 

the brain, while the facial bones form the structure of the face. 

b. Vertebral Column (Spine): The vertebral column is a flexible, segmented structure 

comprising individual vertebrae. It provides support, protects the spinal cord, and allows for 

various degrees of movement. There are five regions of the vertebral column: cervical (neck), 

thoracic (upper back), lumbar (lower back), sacral (pelvic), and coccygeal (tailbone). 

c. Ribs and Sternum (Breastbone): The ribcage comprises 12 ribs attached to the thoracic 

vertebrae. The ribs encircle and protect vital organs like the heart and lungs. The sternum is a 

flat bone in the front of the ribcage that provides a central anchor point for the ribs. 

2. Appendicular Skeleton: 

The appendicular skeleton includes the bones of the limbs (appendages) and the bones that 

connect them to the axial skeleton. It is responsible for movement and locomotion. The 

appendicular skeleton is further divided into two categories: 

a. Upper Limbs: 

Shoulder Girdle: The shoulder girdle consists of the clavicle (collarbone) and scapula 

(shoulder blade). These bones attach the upper limbs to the axial skeleton and provide mobility 

at the shoulder joint. 

Arm: The arm includes a single long bone, the humerus, which extends from the shoulder to 

the elbow. 

Forearm: The forearm comprises two bones, the radius and ulna. These bones allow for 

pronation and supination of the hand. 

Hand: The hand consists of multiple bones, including the carpals (wrist bones), metacarpals 

(palm bones), and phalanges (finger bones). 

b. Lower Limbs: 

Pelvic Girdle: The pelvic girdle includes two hip bones (os coxae) that fuse to form the pelvis. 

The pelvis connects the lower limbs to the axial skeleton, providing stability and support for 

the body's weight. 

Thigh: The thigh bone is called the femur and is the longest bone in the human body. It extends 

from the hip to the knee. 



 

 

Leg: The leg consists of two bones, the tibia (shinbone) and the fibula. The tibia is larger and 

bears most of the body's weight, while the fibula provides lateral support. 

Foot: The foot is made up of multiple bones, including the tarsals (ankle bones), metatarsals 

(sole bones), and phalanges (toe bones). 

The axial and appendicular skeletons together form the complete human skeleton, providing 

the structural framework for the entire body. Each bone in the skeletal system has a specific 

function and contributes to the body's overall mobility, support, and protection. This division 

of the skeletal system helps anatomists and healthcare professionals describe and study the 

intricate structure of the human skeleton. 

Bones: Definition, Types, Location, Functions 

A bone is a rigid organ that constitutes part of the vertebrate skeleton. It provides structural 

support, protects internal organs, facilitates movement, stores minerals, and serves as a site for 

blood cell formation (hematopoiesis) in the bone marrow. Bones primarily comprise 

mineralized connective tissue, mainly calcium phosphate and collagen fibres, which give them 

strength and resilience. The human adult skeleton typically consists of 206 bones, and they 

come in various shapes and sizes, each serving specific functions within the body. 

 

Types of bones: 

Bones are classified into several types based on shape, structure, and function. The human 

skeleton comprises various bone types with unique characteristics and roles. Here's a detailed 

note on the types of bones: 



 

 

1. Long Bones: 

Structure: Long bones are elongated and cylindrical. They have a shaft or diaphysis and two 

distinct ends, known as epiphyses. Long bones primarily comprise compact bone tissue with 

spongy bone at the ends. 

Examples: The femur (thigh bone), humerus (upper arm bone), and radius and ulna (forearm 

bones) are examples of long bones. 

Function: Long bones provide support, facilitate movement, and serve as levers for muscular 

action. They also contain bone marrow, where blood cells are produced. 

2. Short Bones: 

Structure: Short bones are roughly cube-shaped and have a relatively equal length, width, and 

thickness. They consist of spongy bone with a thin layer of compact bone on the surface. 

Examples: The carpals (wrist bones) and tarsals (ankle bones) are examples of short bones. 

Function: Short bones provide stability and support to the wrist and ankle joints, allowing for 

a wide range of movements. 

3. Flat Bones: 

Structure: Flat bones are thin, flat, and often curved. They consist of two layers of compact 

bone with a layer of spongy bone in between. 

Examples: The skull bones (cranial bones), scapula (shoulder blade), sternum (breastbone), 

and ribs are examples of flat bones. 

Function: Flat bones protect underlying organs, such as the brain (cranial bones) and the heart 

and lungs (ribs and sternum). They also serve as attachment points for muscles. 

4. Irregular Bones: 

Structure: Irregular bones have complex shapes that do not fit into the categories of long, 

short, or flat bones. They have variable amounts of compact and spongy bone. 

Examples: The vertebrae of the spinal column, the pelvic bones, and the facial bones (e.g., the 

mandible) are considered irregular bones. 

Function: Irregular bones provide structural support, protect internal organs, and serve as 

muscle attachment sites. 



 

 

5. Sesamoid Bones: 

Structure: Sesamoid bones are small, round bones embedded within tendons, typically near 

joints. They may vary in size among individuals. 

Examples: The patella (kneecap) is the largest sesamoid bone in the human body. There are 

also smaller sesamoid bones found in the hands and feet. 

Function: Sesamoid bones protect tendons from excessive wear and tear and help improve the 

mechanical efficiency of muscles. 

6. Wormian (Sutural) Bones: 

Structure: Wormian or sutural bones are small, irregularly shaped bones found within the 

sutures (joints) between some cranial bones. 

Examples: These bones are not always present, and their number and location can vary among 

individuals. 

Function: The exact function of wormian bones is poorly understood, but they are considered 

anatomical variations and are typically harmless. 

These various types of bones comprise the human skeleton, and each type serves specific 

functions related to support, protection, movement, and hematopoiesis (blood cell production). 

Understanding the classification of bones is essential for anatomists, healthcare professionals, 

and researchers studying the structure and function of the skeletal system. 

Salient features and functions of bones of axial and appendicular skeletal 

system. 

The skeletal system can be divided into two major components: the axial skeleton and the 

appendicular skeleton. Each component comprises a set of bones with distinct features and 

functions. Here's a detailed note on the salient features and functions of the bones of the axial 

and appendicular skeletal systems: 

Axial Skeleton: 

The axial skeleton forms the central axis of the human body and includes bones along the 

midline. It provides support and protection for vital organs and plays a role in the posture and 

movement of the head and trunk. Here are the key bones and their functions in the axial 

skeleton: 



 

 

1. Skull: 

Salient Features: The skull consists of 22 bones, including the cranium (which encases and 

protects the brain) and the facial bones (which form the structure of the face). 

Functions: The skull protects the brain and sensory organs (eyes, ears, nose, and mouth) while 

providing the framework for facial expressions and mastication (chewing). 

2. Vertebral Column (Spine): 

Salient Features: The vertebral column is composed of 33 vertebrae, including the cervical 

(7), thoracic (12), lumbar (5), sacral (5 fused), and coccygeal (4 fused) regions. 

Functions: The vertebral column supports the body, protects the spinal cord, and allows for 

various movements, such as flexion, extension, and torso rotation. 

3. Ribcage: 

Salient Features: The ribcage consists of 12 ribs attached to the thoracic vertebrae and the 

sternum (breastbone) in the front. 

Functions: The ribcage encloses and protects vital organs, including the heart and lungs. It 

also plays a role in respiration by allowing the expansion and contraction of the chest during 

breathing. 

4. Hyoid Bone: 

Salient Features: The hyoid bone is a U-shaped bone located in the neck, note directly 

articulating with any other bone. 

Functions: The hyoid bone supports the tongue and provides attachment points for muscles 

involved in swallowing and speech. 

Appendicular Skeleton: 

The appendicular skeleton comprises the bones of the limbs (appendages) and the bones that 

connect them to the axial skeleton. It is primarily responsible for locomotion and movement. 

Here are the key bones and their functions in the appendicular skeleton: 

1. Upper Limbs: 

Salient Features: The upper limbs include the bones of the arm (humerus), forearm (radius 

and ulna), wrist (carpals), palm (metacarpals), and fingers (phalanges). 



 

 

Functions: The upper limbs allow for a wide range of movements, including reaching, 

grasping, and manipulating objects. They are essential for writing, eating, and performing fine 

motor tasks. 

2. Pectoral Girdle: 

Salient Features: The pectoral girdle comprises the clavicle (collarbone) and scapula 

(shoulder blade). 

Functions: The pectoral girdle provides attachment points for the upper limb bones and allows 

for movement of the shoulders and arms. 

3. Lower Limbs: 

Salient Features: The lower limbs include the bones of the thigh (femur), leg (tibia and fibula), 

ankle (tarsals), sole (metatarsals), and toes (phalanges). 

Functions: The lower limbs are responsible for weight-bearing, locomotion, and body support 

during activities such as standing, walking, running, and jumping. 

4. Pelvic Girdle: 

Salient Features: The pelvic girdle consists of two hip bones (os coxae) that fuse to form the 

pelvis. 

Functions: The pelvic girdle supports the lower abdominal organs, provides stability for the 

spine, and plays a crucial role in weight transfer from the upper body to the lower body during 

locomotion. 

The combination of the axial and appendicular skeletons forms the complete human skeleton, 

which is essential for overall support, protection, movement, and the maintenance of body 

posture. These bones work together to ensure the body's structural integrity and functionality 

in various activities and functions of daily life. 

Organization of skeletal muscle 

Skeletal muscles are voluntary muscle tissue that comprise a significant portion of the human 

body's musculature. They are responsible for walking, running, lifting, and maintaining 

posture. Skeletal muscle tissue is organized hierarchically, with multiple levels of organization, 

from the whole muscle down to individual muscle fibers.  



 

 

 

1. Whole Muscle: 

At the highest level of organization, a skeletal muscle is considered a whole muscle. Each 

muscle is a discrete organ composed of muscle tissue, blood vessels, nerves, and connective 

tissue. 

The connective tissue surrounding the entire muscle is known as the epimysium. 

2. Muscle Fascicles: 

The muscle fibers are grouped into bundles called fascicles within each skeletal muscle. 

A layer of connective tissue surrounds the bundles called the perimysium. 

3. Muscle Fiber: 

A muscle fiber, also known as a muscle cell or myofiber, is the individual contractile unit of 

skeletal muscle. 

Each muscle fiber is a long, cylindrical, multinucleated cell with a high content of myofibrils. 

Myofibrils are contractile structures within muscle fibers composed of repeating units called 

sarcomeres. 

4. Sarcomere: 

The sarcomere is the functional unit of muscle contraction and is responsible for the striated 

appearance of skeletal muscle. 

Sarcomeres are composed of thick and thin myofilaments. Thick filaments are primarily made 

of myosin, while thin filaments are primarily made of actin. 

The interaction between myosin and actin during contraction is the basis of muscle contraction. 



 

 

5. Myofibrils: 

Myofibrils are thread-like structures that run the muscle fiber's length and contain numerous 

end-to-end sarcomeres. 

Myofibrils are composed of repeating sarcomeres, giving them a striated appearance. 

6. Myofilaments: 

Myofilaments are the protein filaments within a sarcomere that generate muscle contraction. 

Thick filaments (myosin) and thin filaments (actin) are organized within the sarcomere to allow 

them to slide past each other during muscle contraction. 

7. Muscle Proteins: 

In addition to myosin and actin, skeletal muscles contain various proteins involved in muscle 

contraction, including troponin and tropomyosin, which regulate the interaction between 

myosin and actin. 

Other structural proteins like titin provide elasticity and maintain the alignment of sarcomeres. 

8. Muscle Fiber Membrane: 

The plasma membrane of a muscle fiber is called the sarcolemma. 

The sarcolemma contains numerous invaginations called T-tubules that help transmit action 

potentials deep into the muscle fiber. 

9. Sarcoplasm: 

The cytoplasm of a muscle fiber is called sarcoplasm, and it contains the usual cellular 

organelles such as mitochondria, nuclei, and the endoplasmic reticulum. 

The endoplasmic reticulum in muscle fibers is called the sarcoplasmic reticulum (SR), which 

stores and releases calcium ions necessary for muscle contraction. 

10. Motor Units: 

 A motor unit consists of a single motor neuron and all its innervated muscle fibers. 

 Motor units vary in size, with small motor units controlling fine motor movements and larger 

motor units used for more powerful movements. 

11. Neuromuscular Junction: 



 

 

 The neuromuscular junction is the point of contact between a motor neuron and a muscle fiber. 

 When an action potential reaches the neuromuscular junction, it triggers the release of 

acetylcholine, which initiates muscle contraction. 

The organization of skeletal muscle from the whole muscle down to the individual sarcomeres 

allows for precise control of muscle contraction and movement. This hierarchical structure 

enables the body to produce a wide range of movements with varying degrees of force and 

precision, depending on the functional requirements of different muscles and activities. 

Physiology of muscle contraction  

Muscle contraction is a complex physiological process that involves the activation of muscle 

fibers, resulting in the shortening of the muscle and the generation of force. It plays a 

fundamental role in various physiological functions, including movement, posture 

maintenance, and the regulation of many bodily processes.  

1. Excitation-Contraction Coupling: 

The process of muscle contraction begins with a neural signal. When a motor neuron sends an 

action potential (nerve impulse) to a muscle fiber, it reaches the neuromuscular junction—the 

point of contact between the motor neuron and the muscle fiber. 

At the neuromuscular junction, the action potential triggers the release of the neurotransmitter 

acetylcholine (ACh) from vesicles in the motor neuron's axon terminal. ACh binds to receptors 

on the muscle fiber's sarcolemma (cell membrane), leading to depolarization. 

The depolarization of the sarcolemma spreads along the muscle fiber's T-tubules (transverse 

tubules), which are invaginations of the sarcolemma, and into the sarcoplasmic reticulum (SR), 

a specialized organelle that stores calcium ions (Ca2+). 

In response to the depolarization, the SR releases stored Ca2+ ions into the sarcoplasm 

(cytoplasm of the muscle fiber). 

2. Sliding Filament Theory: 

Muscle contraction is primarily driven by the sliding filament theory, which describes how 

myofilaments (protein filaments) within muscle fibers interact to generate force. 

In a relaxed muscle, tropomyosin and troponin block myosin heads (thick filaments) from 

binding to actin (thin filaments). When calcium ions are released into the sarcoplasm, they bind 



 

 

to troponin, causing it to change shape and move tropomyosin away from the myosin-binding 

sites on actin. 

Myosin heads then bind to actin, forming cross-bridges. Energy from the hydrolysis of ATP 

(adenosine triphosphate) is used to pivot the myosin heads, causing the thin filaments to slide 

past the thick filaments. 

As long as calcium ions are present, the cross-bridges repeatedly cycle through attachment, 

power stroke, and detachment, causing the sarcomeres (contractile units of muscle) to shorten. 

3. Muscle Contraction and Force Generation: 

The number of sarcomeres determines the force of muscle contraction in a muscle fiber actively 

contracting. The greater the number of cross-bridges formed between actin and myosin, the 

greater the force generated. 

The frequency and strength of action potentials in motor neurons also play a role in controlling 

the force of contraction. Recruitment of more motor units (groups of muscle fibers innervated 

by a single motor neuron) leads to more muscular contractions. 

4. Muscle Relaxation: 

Muscle relaxation occurs when the stimulation of the motor neuron ceases. The action potential 

stops, and acetylcholine is broken down by acetylcholinesterase, preventing further 

depolarization. 

Calcium ions are actively pumped back into the SR, reducing their concentration in the 

sarcoplasm. As calcium ions detach from troponin, tropomyosin returns to its blocking 

position, covering the myosin-binding sites on actin. 

As the cross-bridges detach and the myosin heads return to their original positions, the 

sarcomeres lengthen, and the muscle relaxes. 

5. Energy for Muscle Contraction: 

Muscle contraction requires a continuous supply of ATP for the energy needed to power the 

myosin heads. ATP is obtained through various metabolic pathways, including aerobic 

respiration, anaerobic glycolysis, and the creatine phosphate system. 

 

 



 

 

6. Muscle Fatigue: 

Muscle fatigue occurs when a muscle cannot sustain or generate force due to prolonged or 

strenuous activity. It can result from factors such as ATP depletion, lactic acid accumulation, 

and the buildup of metabolic waste products. 

Understanding muscle contraction physiology is essential for various fields, including sports 

science, physical therapy, and medicine. It enables researchers and practitioners to develop 

strategies for enhancing muscle performance, preventing muscle injuries, and treating muscle-

related disorders. 

Neuromuscular junction 

The neuromuscular junction (NMJ) is a specialized synapse or junction between a motor 

neuron and a muscle fiber (muscle cell). It is a crucial component of the neuromuscular system, 

where nerve signals are transmitted to muscles, ultimately leading to muscle contraction.  

 

Structure of the Neuromuscular Junction: 

1. Motor Neuron Terminal: The process begins with a motor neuron, which is a nerve cell 

that carries signals from the central nervous system (CNS) to muscles. The motor neuron 

terminates at the neuromuscular junction. 

2. Synaptic End Bulb: The distal end of the motor neuron axon forms a bulbous structure 

known as the synaptic end bulb or synaptic terminal. Within the synaptic end bulb are numerous 

synaptic vesicles containing the neurotransmitter acetylcholine (ACh). 

3. Synaptic Cleft: Separating the synaptic end bulb of the motor neuron from the muscle fiber 

is a narrow, fluid-filled gap called the synaptic cleft. 



 

 

4. Motor End Plate: The motor end plate is the specialized region of the muscle fiber's 

sarcolemma (cell membrane) facing the synaptic end bulb. It contains numerous ACh receptors. 

Function of the Neuromuscular Junction: 

1. Nerve Impulse Transmission: 

The process begins when an action potential (nerve impulse) reaches the synaptic end bulb of 

the motor neuron. This action potential is generated in response to a signal from the central 

nervous system, such as a voluntary muscle contraction command. 

Depolarizing the motor neuron's membrane causes voltage-gated calcium channels in the 

synaptic end bulb to open. Calcium ions (Ca2+) enter the synaptic end bulb from the 

extracellular fluid. 

The influx of calcium ions triggers the fusion of synaptic vesicles with the motor neuron's 

membrane, releasing acetylcholine (ACh) into the synaptic cleft via exocytosis. 

2. ACh Binding to Receptors: 

Acetylcholine diffuses across the synaptic cleft and binds to ACh receptors on the motor end 

plate of the muscle fiber. These receptors are ligand-gated ion channels. 

3. Depolarization of the Sarcolemma: 

Binding of ACh to its receptors initiates the opening of sodium (Na+) channels in the 

sarcolemma of the muscle fiber. Sodium ions rush into the muscle fiber, causing a local 

depolarization of the membrane. 

This local depolarization, known as an end-plate potential (EPP), spreads throughout the 

muscle fiber's sarcolemma. 

4. Propagation of Muscle Action Potential: 

If the EPP is sufficient to reach the threshold for muscle action potential generation, it will 

trigger the opening of voltage-gated sodium channels along the sarcolemma. 

The muscle action potential travels along the sarcolemma and into the T-tubules (transverse 

tubules), which are invaginations of the sarcolemma, allowing the action potential to reach the 

interior of the muscle fiber quickly. 

5. Calcium Release from Sarcoplasmic Reticulum: 



 

 

The muscle action potential in the T-tubules triggers the release of calcium ions (Ca2+) from 

the sarcoplasmic reticulum (SR), a specialized organelle within the muscle fiber. 

6. Muscle Contraction: 

Calcium ions bind to troponin, a regulatory protein on the thin filaments within the muscle 

fiber's sarcomeres. 

This binding causes a conformational change in troponin and allows the myosin heads (thick 

filaments) to interact with actin (thin filaments), initiating the sliding filament mechanism and 

muscle contraction. 

7. Termination of Muscle Contraction: 

Muscle contraction continues as long as action potentials are generated, and calcium ions are 

available. 

The termination of muscle contraction occurs when the action potential ceases, and calcium 

ions are actively pumped back into the sarcoplasmic reticulum, leading to muscle relaxation. 

The neuromuscular junction is a critical site for transmitting nerve signals to muscle fibers, 

allowing precise control over muscle contractions. Dysfunction or disorders affecting this 

junction can lead to muscle weakness, paralysis, and neuromuscular diseases, making it an 

essential area of study in neurophysiology and clinical medicine. 

Joints  

A joint, also known as an articulation, is a structure in the body where two or more bones meet 

and interact. Joints play a crucial role in allowing movement, providing stability, and 

supporting various musculoskeletal system functions. They are classified into different types 

based on their structure and degree of mobility. Joints are fundamental components of the 

human body, enabling a wide range of movements, from simple bending and extending to 

complex rotations and gliding motions. 



 

 

 

Structural and functional classification of joint 

Joints, also known as articulations, can be classified based on their structure and function. 

These classifications help us understand how joints work and how they contribute to the body's 

overall mobility and stability. Here's a detailed note on the structural and functional 

classification of joints: 

Structural Classification of Joints: 

Structurally, joints are categorized into three main types: 

1. Fibrous Joints: 

Structure: Fibrous joints are characterized by fibrous connective tissue holding the bones 

together. This tissue can vary in density and length, influencing the joint's degree of mobility. 

Mobility: Fibrous joints are generally immobile or have very limited mobility. They provide 

stability and protection to underlying structures. 

Examples: Sutures in the skull, syndesmoses (joints between parallel bones like the tibia and 

fibula), and gomphoses (the peg-in-socket joints that anchor teeth) are examples of fibrous 

joints. 

2. Cartilaginous Joints: 



 

 

Structure: Cartilaginous joints are connected by cartilage, which can be hyaline cartilage or 

fibrocartilage. These joints allow for limited movement while providing some degree of shock 

absorption. 

Mobility: Cartilaginous joints are typically amphiarthrotic, allowing for limited movement. 

They are more mobile than fibrous joints but less so than synovial joints. 

Examples: The intervertebral discs between adjacent vertebrae in the spine and the pubic 

symphysis (joint between the two pubic bones in the pelvis) are examples of cartilaginous 

joints. 

3. Synovial Joints: 

Structure: Synovial joints are characterized by the presence of a joint cavity filled with 

synovial fluid. The ends of the bones in synovial joints are covered with hyaline cartilage, and 

a fibrous joint capsule encloses the joint. 

Mobility: Synovial joints are highly mobile and allow for a wide range of movements, making 

them the body's most common type of joint. 

Examples: The hip joint, knee joint, elbow joint, and shoulder joint are all examples of 

synovial joints. 

Functional Classification of Joints: 

Functionally, joints are categorized based on the degree of movement they permit: 

1. Synarthroses: 

Synarthroses are a type of joint in the human body characterized by immobility or very limited 

movement. These joints are typically found where bones need to be securely connected, 

providing structural stability rather than mobility. 

Examples: Sutures in the skull and gomphoses (teeth sockets) are examples of synarthroses. 

2. Amphiarthroses: 

Amphiarthroses are a type of joint characterized by limited mobility. These joints provide 

stability while allowing some degree of movement, often acting as a compromise between the 

rigid stability of synarthroses and the free mobility of diarthroses. 



 

 

Examples: Pubic Symphysis: Provides slight movement to accommodate childbirth and absorb 

shock during activities like walking 

3. Diarthroses: 

Diarthroses, also known as synovial joints, are highly mobile joints that allow a wide range of 

motion. They are the most common and structurally complex type of joint in the body, playing 

a crucial role in movement and flexibility. 

Examples: Most joints in the body, including the hip, knee, shoulder, and elbow joints, are 

diarthroses. 

Understanding the structural and functional classifications of joints is crucial in fields like 

anatomy, physiology, orthopedics, and physical therapy, as it helps in diagnosing and treating 

joint-related issues, understanding movement patterns, and designing rehabilitation programs 

for individuals with joint injuries or conditions. 

Types of joint movements and their articulation 

Joint movements, also known as joint actions or articulations, refer to the various ways in which 

bones interact and move at the points where they meet. These movements are essential for a 

wide range of activities, from basic everyday tasks to complex athletic maneuvers. There are 

several types of joint movements, each with its own unique characteristics and examples of 

articulating joints. Here's a detailed note on the types of joint movements and their articulations: 

1. Flexion: 

Flexion is a movement that decreases the angle between two bones, typically bringing them 

closer together. It occurs along the sagittal plane and is commonly associated with bending. 

Examples of Articulating Joints:  

• Elbow joint (ulna and humerus during forearm flexion). 

• Knee joint (flexing the lower leg toward the thigh). 

• Hip joint (raising the thigh toward the abdomen). 

2. Extension: 

Extension is the opposite of flexion. It increases the angle between two bones, typically 

straightening or unbending them. 



 

 

Examples of Articulating Joints:  

• Elbow joint (ulna and humerus during forearm extension). 

• Knee joint (straightening the lower leg from a bent position). 

• Hip joint (returning the thigh from a flexed position to the anatomical position). 

3. Abduction: 

Abduction is the movement of a bone away from the midline of the body or another reference 

point. It occurs along the frontal plane. 

Examples of Articulating Joints:  

• Shoulder joint (raising the arm away from the side of the body). 

• Hip joint (lifting the thigh away from the midline of the body). 

4. Adduction: 

Adduction is the opposite of abduction. It is the movement of a bone toward the midline or 

another reference point. 

Examples of Articulating Joints:  

• Shoulder joint (lowering the arm back to the side of the body). 

• Hip joint (returning the thigh to the midline of the body). 

5. Rotation: 

Rotation involves the bone pivoting around its longitudinal axis. It can be either internal 

(medial) or external (lateral) rotation, depending on the direction of the turn. 

Examples of Articulating Joints:  

• Atlantoaxial joint (between the atlas and axis in the neck for head rotation). 

• Hip joint (twisting the thigh inward or outward). 

6. Circumduction: 

Circumduction is a combination of movements that results in a cone-shaped motion. It involves 

flexion, abduction, extension, and adduction in sequence. 

Examples of Articulating Joints:  

• Shoulder joint (swinging the arm in a circular motion). 



 

 

• Hip joint (moving the thigh in a circular pattern). 

7. Supination and Pronation: 

These movements refer to the rotation of the forearm around its longitudinal axis. 

Supination: Turning the palm upward or forward. 

Pronation: Turning the palm downward or backward. 

Examples of Articulating Joints:  

• Radioulnar joint (between the radius and ulna during forearm rotation). 

8. Dorsiflexion and Plantarflexion: 

Description: These movements occur at the ankle joint. 

Dorsiflexion: Flexing the foot upward, bringing the toes closer to the shin. 

Plantarflexion: Pointing the foot downward, pointing the toes away from the shin. 

9. Elevation and Depression: 

These movements refer to the upward and downward movements of body parts, respectively. 

Elevation: Raising a body part, such as the shoulders, during a shrug. 

Depression: Lowering a body part, such as the mandible, during the opening of the mouth. 

10. Protraction and Retraction: 

These movements involve the forward and backward movements of body parts, respectively. 

 Protraction: Moving a body part forward, such as jutting the jaw forward. 

 Retraction: Moving a body part backward, such as pulling the shoulders back. 

Understanding these types of joint movements and their articulations is crucial in anatomy, 

kinesiology, physical therapy, and sports science, as it helps in assessing range of motion, 

diagnosing joint conditions, and designing exercise and rehabilitation programs. These 

movements are essential for normal bodily functions and activities of daily living. 


